
AiMHi - the Future Dictionary   (Background)

Climate Action: Race to Zero Challenge (with the UK High-Level Climate Champions team for COP26)


The Future Dictionary

Help us create new words for a warming world... and win £100!



Language is constantly evolving. Our world is changing, too.



We need new, climate and nature-focused words to express ourselves. It's up to you to 
help us create them!



How do we create new words?



Around 400BCE, in ancient Greece, a philosopher named Democritus used the Greek 
word “atomos”, meaning ‘uncuttable’, to explain his belief that all matter could be reduced 
to discrete, small particles. We now call these “atoms”!



Today, as scientists continue to make new discoveries, new words are continually added 
to our dictionary. “Electrons”, “neutrons”, “protons”, “leptons”, “positrons” and “quarks” - to 
name but a few.  



Everyday language evolves all the time, too. In particular, youth culture drives the 
creation of new words to keep up with social changes, different methods of 
communication and changing norms of relationships.



There was previously little need for words like “meme”, “woke”, “fire”, “Lit” or “tea” – or at 
least, these words meant very different things. 
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Why do we need new words?  

Our understanding of our world, environment and the climate crisis is increasing. We are 
seeing the consequences of a warming climate in extreme weather events: melting 
glaciers, wildfires, desertification. As new concepts arise, we need new words to 
describe them.   

In recent years, phrases such as “global warming” and “greenhouse gases” have come 
into common usage, along with words such as the “anthropocene”, “upcycling”, 
“greenwashing” and “ecocide”, which are conceptually new, too. 


We are challenging you to create new climate and nature-focused words for our 
“Future Dictionary of Climate Change”. 


Tell us your new word and give us one (or more) dictionary definition. You can be serious, 
or humorous.   

A panel of young people, along with environmental experts including Sir Tim Smit, 
founder of the Eden Project, and Polly Toynbee, the acclaimed Guardian columnist and 
social commentator, will judge the words you submit.


Prizes of £100 to the best words that are submitted. There is no limit to the number of 
words that you can propose or the number of £100 prizes that you can win.


To enter, simply fill out the form on our . Please email 
 with any enquiries.


Please remember to include your name, age and contact details. If you like, also include a 
short, five sentence summary about yourself and your feelings about  
climate change. 
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